
September 15, 2005 
 
As chair of the Flight 93 National Memorial Federal Advisory Commission, one of the 
partner organizations that are tasked with designing and building the Flight 93 National 
Memorial, it is my responsibility to respond to the comments and concerns of some 
citizens regarding the Flight 93 National Memorial. 
 
The design for the Flight 93 National Memorial is made up of several elements, one of 
which is the Crescent of Embrace.  Some citizens feel that this partial circle of trees with 
a walking path below them, which is intersected by the flight path of Flight 93, is, in 
some way, a reference to the Islamic religion. 
 
The design itself is not an Islamic symbol as some have commented.  This partial circle 
has been designed to highlight the bowl-shaped landscape and provide a unique and 
visually compelling place for contemplation. 
 
No one involved in the process of selecting the memorial thought of this eloquent and 
compelling design as embodying any formal religious symbolism and we do not believe 
it does.  The design team wanted to provide a place for healing and an opportunity for 
people to come together to bear witness to the tragic events of September 11, 2001, and 
to honor the heroism of the crew and passengers of Flight 93.  The fact that family 
members have enthusiastically embraced the memorial design is a testament to eloquence 
of the design. 
 
The partner organizations to this endeavor representing families, committed local citizens 
and the Federal Advisory Commission all support the selected design.  I support this 
design as it best represents the goals of the Memorial mission statement and design 
competition requirements. 
 
The Mission Statement of the Flight 93 National Memorial calls for a memorial that: 
 

• Honors the passengers and crew of Flight 93 who courageously gave their lives, 
thereby thwarting a planned attack on Washington, DC, 

• Allows the public to visit the site and express feelings about the event and the 
passengers and crew of Flight 93, and 

• Respects the rural landscape and preserves the solemn and tranquil setting of the 
crash site of Flight 93. 

 
We have followed a careful, open and inclusive year-long design process in arriving at 
this point.  This process allowed for public comments and review of the submitted 
designs both in person and online.  This process included two juries, Stage I and Stage II, 
whose responsibility it was to select a final design.  Each jury included family members 
as well as design and art professionals and business leaders. 
 
The design as it now exists is a concept.  The process for arriving at a final fully informed 
design has been planned from the very beginning, starting over a year ago, to extend over 



the next six months. The design team is committed to working with the partners to 
complete the design.  This process will include additional opportunities for public 
participation.     
 
The most important lesson we can learn from the passengers and crew of Flight 93 is that 
positive action must be taken in the face of adversity.  We must not be distracted, but 
instead remain positively focused on the acts of the heroic citizens who came together to 
avert the destruction of the White House or the Capitol and the people in them on 
September 11.  When completed, this democratically created Memorial will give us all a 
place to remember their heroism and their service to their country, and will give to all of 
us an eloquent place of healing and reflection. 
 
John J. Reynolds 
Chairman 
Flight 93 Federal Advisory Commission 


